











Connecticut Department of

ENERGY &
ENVIRONMENTAL
PROTECTION

Open Space Report to the Finance, Revenue and Bonding Committee and the
State Bond Commission

September 2011

Overview

In accordance with Connecticut General Statutes Section 22a-6v, the Department of Energy and
Environmental Protection respectfully submits this monthly report to the joint standing
committee of the General Assembly having cognizance of matters relating to finance, revenue
and bonding and to the State Bond Commission. This report provides information on the
acquisition of land or interests in land by the state, a municipality, water company or nonprofit
organization using funds authorized for the Open Space and Watershed Land Acquisition
Program established under sections 7-131d and the Recreation and Natural Heritage Trust
Program established under sections 23-73 to 23-79 of the Connecticut General Statutes.

Open Space and Watershed Land Acquisition Grant Program

The Open Space and Watershed Land Acquisition Grant Program provides grants to
municipalities and private nonprofit land conservation organizations for the acquisition of open
space land and to water companies to acquire land to be classified as Class | or Class Il
watershed land. The State of Connecticut receives a conservation and public access easement
on property acquired to ensure that the property will be protected and available to residents of
Connecticut as open space in perpetuity. The following grant was closed in September 2011.
Additional information on this project follows.

Sponsor Project Acres

Town of Canton Carpenter Property 35.38 +
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Carpenter Property, Town of Canton
Fee Purchase

This forested parcel, with frontage on Case Street in Northern Canton, provides a buffer for the
McLean Game Refuge and land of Canton Land Conservation Trust. It contains a 100 foot wide pond
and a skid road, suitable for a hiking path. The property is traversed by Sawmill Brook, a tributary of
Cherry Brook, which runs south to the Farmington River. It contains a habitat for numerous breeding
and migratory song birds.

Recreation and Natural Heritage Trust Program

The Recreation and Natural Heritage Trust Program is the State of Connecticut’s primary
program for the acquisition of lands for the beneficial use and enjoyment of the public as
additions to the State’s system of parks, forests, wildlife, fisheries and natural resource
management areas. The program acquires land that represents the ecological diversity of
Connecticut, including natural features such as rivers, mountainous areas, coastal systems and
their natural areas, in order to ensure the conservation of such land for recreational, scientific,
educational, cultural and aesthetic purposes. There were no Recreation and Natural Heritage
Trust Program acquisitions closed in September 2011.



Connecticut Department of

ENERGY &
ENVIRONMENTAL
PROTECTION

Open Space Report to the Finance, Revenue and Bonding Committee and the
State Bond Commission

October 2011

Overview

Section 22a-6v of the General Statutes of Connecticut requires the Commissioner of the Department of
Energy & Environmental Protection to submit a report to the joint standing committee of the General
Assembly having cognizance of matters relating to finance, revenue and bonding and to the State Bond
Commission each month. The report provides information on the acquisition of land or interests in land
by the state, a municipality, water company or nonprofit organization using funds authorized for the
Open Space and Watershed Land Acquisition Program established under Sections 7-131d and the
Recreation and Natural Heritage Trust Program established under Sections 23-73 to 23-79 of the
Connecticut General Statutes.

Open Space and Watershed Land Acquisition Grant Program

The Open Space and Watershed Land Acquisition Grant Program provides grants to municipalities and
private nonprofit land conservation organizations for the acquisition of open space land and to water
companies to acquire land to be classified as Class | or Class Il watershed land. The State of Connecticut
receives a conservation and public access easement on property acquired to ensure that the property
will be protected and available to residents of Connecticut as open space in perpetuity. The following
grants were closed in October 2011. Additional information on these projects follows.

Sponsor Project Acres
Town of Canton Cannon Property 155.3
City of Danbury Westside Nature Park 188.724
Salem Land Trust Wheaton Preserve 19.67
Town of Madison Griswold Airport 20.6
Town of Simsbury Tulmeadow Farm Forest 73.59
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Town of Canton — Cannon Open Space Preserve, Canton
Fee Acquisition

City of Danbury — Westside Nature Park, Danbury
Fee Acquisition

This acquisition protects surface water,
wetlands and watercourses (tributaries for the
Cherry Brook, a major contributor of the
Farmington River). It is known to harbor
numerous amphibians and reptiles and is a
primary conservation area, within the
“northwest Highlands Ecosystem” considered
to be a primary core habitat for biodiversity.

This upland forest along 1-84 contains four
major ecosystems: Sanfords Pond (source of
the Still River), the Still River, the swamps that
bound the Still River and the upland forest that
serves as a buffer. Sanfords Pond and this
property fall within the Lake Kenosia
Watershed (drinking water supply). The
following uses will be evaluated by the
Danbury Recreation Department for eligibility
by individuals, groups, and the general public:
hiking on designated trails, camping in
designated areas, boating from designated
launch sites and environmental
education/research.

Salem Land Trust — Wheaton Preserve, Salem
Fee Acquisition

This parcel spans the deepest gorge in Salem,
approx. 130 feet deep, through which Big
Brook runs at the headwaters of the Eightmile
River Watershed (recently designated as a Wild
& Scenic River). This parcel lies within an
intact 1,000+ acre large hemlock/hardwood
forest block that is key to the protection of
forest-interior birds, with upland and lowland
mesic forest, ledges and caves.




Town of Madison — Griswold Airport, Madison
Fee Acquisition

This is 17.4 acre portion of the 42 acre total
acquisition, features frontage on the
Hammonasset River. This is one of the most
important salt marshes on Long Island Sound
featuring a rare, intact coastal forest, native
grasslands, estuarine, tidal wetlands and upland
habitats. It directly connects to Hammonasset
State Park and adds an additional buffer to this
park.

Simsbury Land Trust — Tulmeadow Farm Forest (Woodlot), Simsbury

Easement Acquisition

Tulmeadno W

Woodlint

This is the 3™ and final phase/acquisition to
protect the 260 acre Tulmeadow Farm. This
“forest lot” produces a marketable timber harvest
every 8-10 years. It is an integral link in a four
mile walking trail from Ethel Walker to McLean
along the ridge used by hikers, dog walkers,
joggers, horseback riders, cross country skiers and
nature viewers.




Recreation and Natural Heritage Trust Program

The Recreation and Natural Heritage Trust Program is the State of Connecticut’s primary program for
the acquisition of lands for the beneficial use and enjoyment of the public as additions to the State’s
system of parks, forests, wildlife, fisheries and natural resource management areas. The program
acquires land that represents the ecological diversity of Connecticut, including natural features such as
rivers, mountainous areas, coastal systems and their natural areas, in order to ensure the conservation
of such land for recreational, scientific, educational, cultural and aesthetic purposes. The following
acquisition was closed in October 2011. Additional information on this project follows.

Property | Location | Cooperator | Match Fee Easement State Purpose of
Name Share | Acreage | Restrictions Purchase Acquisition
or R.O.W. Price
Valsecchi | Sharon - - 25.03 - $100,000.00 | Add to Housatonic
State Forest

Valsecchi Property, Sharon
Fee Purchase

The Valsecchi property is a 25.03 acre parcel located off of Clay Beds Road, within the Housatonic State
Forest. The parcel is mostly wooded with several smaller open fields. The property was acquired utilizing
funds made available through the Recreation and Natural Heritage Trust Program. The acquisition of this
property alleviates boundary issues and helps prevent development within the forest.




Connecticut Department of

ENERGY &
ENVIRONMENTAL
PROTECTION

Open Space Report to the Finance, Revenue and Bonding Committee and the
State Bond Commission

November 2011

Overview

Section 22a-6v of the General Statutes of Connecticut requires the Commissioner of the Department of
Energy & Environmental Protection to submit a report to the joint standing committee of the General
Assembly having cognizance of matters relating to finance, revenue and bonding and to the State Bond
Commission each month. The report provides information on the acquisition of land or interests in land
by the state, a municipality, water company or nonprofit organization using funds authorized for the
Open Space and Watershed Land Acquisition Program established under Sections 7-131d and the
Recreation and Natural Heritage Trust Program established under Sections 23-73 to 23-79 of the
Connecticut General Statutes.

Open Space and Watershed Land Acquisition Grant Program

The Open Space and Watershed Land Acquisition Grant Program provides grants to municipalities and
private nonprofit land conservation organizations for the acquisition of open space land and to water
companies to acquire land to be classified as Class | or Class Il watershed land. The State of Connecticut
receives a conservation and public access easement on property acquired to ensure that the property
will be protected and available to residents of Connecticut as open space in perpetuity. The following
grant was closed in November 2011. Additional information on this project follows.

Sponsor Project Acres

Town of Hebron Kinney Road Open Space 17.6
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Town of Hebron - Kinney Road Open Space
Fee Acquisition

This parcel is a vital component to an extended
greenway which will eventually link the State
Air Line Trail to the Town Center. This parcel
consists of agricultural fields with prime
farmland soils and is adjacent to the Town-
owned Johnson farm. An unnamed
watercourse, crossing through the site, is a
major tributary to Raymond Brook (approx.
2500' southeast of this parcel) and the
Raymond Brook Marsh, a wetland of statewide
special concern. 13+/- acres is open cornfield
and 4.5 acres is forested with wetlands.

Recreation and Natural Heritage Trust Program

The Recreation and Natural Heritage Trust Program is the State of Connecticut’s primary program for
the acquisition of lands for the beneficial use and enjoyment of the public as additions to the State’s
system of parks, forests, wildlife, fisheries and natural resource management areas. The program
acquires land that represents the ecological diversity of Connecticut, including natural features such as
rivers, mountainous areas, coastal systems and their natural areas, in order to ensure the conservation
of such land for recreational, scientific, educational, cultural and aesthetic purposes. The following
acquisitions were closed in November 2011. Additional information on these projects follows.

Property | Location | Cooperator | Match Fee Easement State Purpose of

Name Share | Acreage | Restrictions Purchase Acquisition

or R.O.W. Price

Mason Vernon - - 454.3 - $2,965,000 | Add. to Belding
Property Wildlife Mgmt. Area
Beverly’s | Morris - - 2.82 - $1,990,000 | Bantam Lake Water
Marina Access
Property




Mason Property, Vernon
Fee Purchase

The Mason Property is adjacent to and upstream of the Belding Wildlife Management Area (BWMA),
protecting Connecticut’s first Wild Trout Management Area, created in 1994. This acquisition expands
upon a greenway which includes the BWMA, Valley Falls Park and Bolton Notch State Park to the south
and the Town-owned Walker Reservoir and Walker Recreational Park to the north. The Tankerhoosen
River, which flows through the property, is home to wild brook trout, brown trout, freshwater mussels
and pollution intolerant invertebrates. There are at least 64 Greatest Conservation Need species, species
of Special Concern and numerous habitats of Greatest Conservation Need. The property is mostly
wooded with meadows, walking trails throughout and includes the Walker Reservoir Dam.

Beverly’s Marina Property, Morris
Fee Purchase

The DEEP has purchased the Beverly’s Marina property which consists of 2.82 acres, 558’ of lake frontage
and a 9,172 square foot structure. It also includes a ramp for launching boats, boat slips and parking.
DEEP purchased the property from the current owner, Bantam Lake Properties LLC.

The purchase enables DEEP to accomplish multiple objectives on this designated Heritage Lake:

e to secure modest public access to the state’s largest natural lake;

e provide an opportunity for an enhanced Environmental Conservation police presence;

e provide environmental education opportunities about the lake’s ecology; and

e work closely with other stakeholders in managing the lake’s natural and recreational resources.




Connecticut Department of

ENERGY &
ENVIRONMENTAL
PROTECTION

Open Space Report to the Finance, Revenue and Bonding Committee and the
State Bond Commission

December 2011

Overview

Section 22a-6v of the General Statutes of Connecticut requires the Commissioner of the Department of
Energy & Environmental Protection to submit a report to the joint standing committee of the General
Assembly having cognizance of matters relating to finance, revenue and bonding and to the State Bond
Commission each month. The report provides information on the acquisition of land or interests in land
by the state, a municipality, water company or nonprofit organization using funds authorized for the
Open Space and Watershed Land Acquisition Program established under Sections 7-131d and the
Recreation and Natural Heritage Trust Program established under Sections 23-73 to 23-79 of the
Connecticut General Statutes.

Open Space and Watershed Land Acquisition Grant Program

The Open Space and Watershed Land Acquisition Grant Program provides grants to municipalities and
private nonprofit land conservation organizations for the acquisition of open space land and to water
companies to acquire land to be classified as Class | or Class Il watershed land. The State of Connecticut
receives a conservation and public access easement on property acquired to ensure that the property
will be protected and available to residents of Connecticut as open space in perpetuity. The following
grants were closed in December 2011. Additional information on these projects follows.

Sponsor Project Acres
Town of Oxford VonWettberg Property 66.2133
Town of Glastonbury Tiboni Property 54.34
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Town of Oxford — VonWettberg Property
uisition

Fee Acq
s U Bes &

This mostly forested property contains a pond,
a 13.6-acre aquifer, hiking trails and an
unnamed brook which feeds into the
Housatonic River. It is part of a 1,000-acre
contiguous open space corridor in Oxford and
Seymour. The property will provide hiking,
cross country skiing, bird watching, horseback
riding and fishing opportunities.

Town of Glastonbury - Tiboni Property
Fee Acquisition

This property abuts the Meshomasic State
Forest in two locations and serves as a
connector. It protects a large undeveloped,
forested area which is a prime natural habitat
for the timber rattlesnake. The Shenipsit
Trail and Dark Hollow Brook run through the
property.

Recreation and Natural Heritage Trust Program

The Recreation and Natural Heritage Trust Program is the State of Connecticut’s primary program for
the acquisition of lands for the beneficial use and enjoyment of the public as additions to the State’s
system of parks, forests, wildlife, fisheries and natural resource management areas. The program
acquires land that represents the ecological diversity of Connecticut, including natural features such as
rivers, mountainous areas, coastal systems and their natural areas, in order to ensure the conservation
of such land for recreational, scientific, educational, cultural and aesthetic purposes. The following
acquisition was closed in December 2011. Additional information on this project follows.

Property Location | Cooperator | Match Fee Easement State Purpose of
Name Share | Acreage | Restrictions Purchase Acquisition
or R.O.W. Price
Matson Stonington EPA 100% 5.75 -- $250,000.00 | Addition to Barn
Island WMA




Matson Property, Stonington
Fee Purchase

The DEEP has purchased the Matson property in Stonington which consists of 5.75 acres and a small older
residential structure that will soon be demolished with the help of the Town. Located along Palmer Neck
Road, the property will be incorporated into the Barn Island Wildlife Management Area. The acquisition
will expand the grassland habitat in the area, and will provide a potential pathway for saltwater migration

at a restoring marsh. The acquisition was made available through a Federal EPA Long Island Sound Study
grant.






